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aquatic pile-houses. The plain is, in fact, nothing but the flat, almost horizontal surface of the mud, sand, and gravel which, for thousands upon thousands of years, have been made out of fragments of the rocks of the Alps and the Apennines, split off by frost, washed away by rains, and ground down by glaciers, to be finally rounded and pulverized in mountain torrents and swept away to the lowest point attainable.
After filling up the vast valley between the two great mountain ranges of the Alps on the north, and the Apennines on the west and south, these deposits have gradually thrust themselves forward into the waters of the Adriatic, and have given rise to a great wilderness of swamps, islands, shoals, and lagoons, bounded on the sea-face by the long sand-bar of which the Venetian Lido forms a part.
ISTo place of refuge could be better adapted for people who had learned how to make themselves at home in pile-dwellings; and, although I cannot say that there is any evidence which directly proves that the prehistoric pile-dwelling builders availed themselves of the advantages offered, yet it is quite certain that, in very ancient times, settlements of houses built on piles existed in the region in question. The old cities of Altinum and Atria were thus constructed, as was also Eavenna, the last refuge of the emperors of Kome. In later times, Grado, Torcella, and finally Venice, were built in the same fashion.
Thus, as the Pantheon lay potentially in the round hut of the stone age, so it seems more than probable that the germ of the Piazza of St. Mark, with its glorious Duomo, was contained in the prehistoric pile-dwellings of Italy.